EDITOR'S NOTE
Gandhijfs writings from 1920 to August 1942 on the subject
of Non-violence were collected and published in a single volume
in 1942. A second edition of it was brought out in 1944. The
aim of the present volume is to bring together the rest of his
writings on the subject.
As Gandhiji was in jail from August 9, 1942, he could not
write for his paper, the Harijan, from that date. The paper
itself was under a ban soon after. It was not till 1946 that it
was allowed to be republished. So the present volume con-
tains his writings from 1946 to the date of his death.
For a proper understanding of the views expressed by him
here, it is necessary to know developments in the country since
August 1942. India, which was rebellious ever since 1919 when
Gandhiji took up the leadership, reached the breaking point in
her relations with Britain in August 1942 when the Indian
National Congress passed* the ' Quit India' resolution. Her
leaders were arrested in consequence. The people rose instant-
aneously in rebellion against the Government. Some of them
broke out into violence, adopted secret methods, committed acts
of sabotage, sought to paralyze the Government, and set up
parallel governments of their own. That was within the coun-
try. Outside, an effort was made in the shape of the Indian
National Army under the leadership of Subhas Chandra Bose1
to organize armed overthrow of British rule in India. All this
violence went against Gandhiji's grain, and he condemned it in
no uncertain terms when he came out of jail, although he fully
appreciated the patriotism which prompted these acts. The
people did not realize that even if sabotage did not involve kill-
ing it did not conform to his idea of non-violence. So they
indulged in it, and Gandhiji had to show them the error of their
ways and explain to them by comparison what genuine non-
violence implied. He believed that India had the unique res-
ponsibility of showing to all the oppressed peoples of the w|>rld
the way of pure non-violent resistance, through which alone they
could hope to liberate themselves from their oppressors.